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16 September, 2020
AD Place Media Room
 
Remarks by The Hon. Diallo V. Rabain, JP, MP – Minister of Education

School Opening  Update 
September 16,. 2020

All public pre, primary, middle and senior schools, in addition to DAME and Success Academy will be open for students tomorrow, Thursday, September 16th, 2020.
All students are to report to school in uniform, at 8:30 am, ready to participate in the entry screening which involves taking temperatures and responding to four COVID-19 questions.
Yesterday, staff from the Department of Education’s Facilities section, staff from Ministry of Public Works  Estates section , as well as school principals and custodians, carried out assessments of school buildings post Hurricane Paulette.  I am pleased to report that our school buildings fared the Hurricane well. There was water seepage through windows at some schools and debris was found on the school grounds, but all in all there was no structural damage to our school buildings.  Also some schools still need to have the grass cut but this will not impact tomorrow’s opening of schools.
In a combined effort which started yesterday and which continues today, staff from Agriculture and Parks; Public Works; and school custodians are working to address these issues created by Hurricane Paulette, so that our schools are ready to receive our children tomorrow.
I am making this one request of commuters in the morning and afternoon and that is to use patience and caution in our school zones.  Schools will be fully operational and there will be congestion in the areas. I am encouraging the public to use extra care in these areas especially due to the fact that we have implemented new safety and health entry procedures at all public schools across the island.  It is important for the public to be aware that ALL  schools pre, primary, middle and senior, will open at 8:30 a.m.  We are advising additional caution in the areas that have two schools.
One such example, but not limited to, is Northlands Primary School and the Berkeley Institute.  Commuters are advised that it is likely to be a high volume of traffic on Berkeley Road in Pembroke between the hours of 8:00 and 9:15 a.m. on weekdays. 
Parents have also been asking about the bus schedule, it is being continuously updated and can be viewed at www.gov.bm/bus. 
I wish all staff and students a very safe and successful start for the school year.  In closing I wish to thank everyone who has contributed to the safe return of our students to school.
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