Please call

History of The Portage Programme

if you require...
The Portage Programme is one of the services
offered by the Child Development Programme.
This programme was adapted from a similar
early intervention model, the Portage Project,
that was originally developed in the mid 1970’s
in Portage, Wisconsin, U.S.A. CDP’s “Portage”
service has evolved over time in response to the
needs of Bermuda’s families.



information about Child Development
Programme.



support that will provide positive
opportunities for the growth and
development of your child with
special needs.



information about diagnosed
developmental conditions.



information about community
services.

Child Development Programme
Tynes Bay House
37 Palmetto Road
Devonshire DV 05
Bermuda

The Portage
PROGRAMME
Ministry of Education

“Building the foundation
for future learning.”

What is the Portage Programme?
The Portage Programme is a home-based teaching
programme for children ages birth to four who have
special needs . The children are taught new skills and
parents/guardians are shown how to stimulate their
child’s overall development.

Who are we?
We are Home Intervention Workers who are
experienced and caring educators with graduate
level qualifications in Child Development and/or
Special Education.

The Portage Programme
believes that…


children with special needs are children first, with
the same needs and rights as all children



all children should be encouraged to achieve their
full potential



parents know their own children best and are the
first and most important teachers of their
children.



the earliest possible intervention is the most
effective.



informally assess the child’s cognitive, motor,
socialization, language, and self-help skills.



team with parents/ guardians and other relevant
service providers to plan developmentally
appropriate activities.



make regular home visits.



continually monitor and evaluate progress
throughout the programme.

How can the Portage Programme
help?
 Equips parents with the skills and confidence they

will need to help their child realize their full
potential.
 Provides support with regards to readiness skills

for preschool.

How does this Programme work?

 Enhances overall development.

Home Intervention Workers…

 Stimulates the child’s development by providing



make contact with families with children from
birth to four years old who have been identified as
having learning difficulties.

developmentally appropriate activities.
 Provides support for parents.

